The definitions of Primary, Secondary and Tertiary controls are an interesting debate but it seems that it is not directly related to the goal we want to reach.

In my mind, we want to define categories of "available power adjustment" in relation to specific needs associated with the balancing function. And we want to come up with names for these categories that don't already designate market products in order to avoid misinterpretation.

I have already proposed the following four categories:

First category: power adjustment that is automatically and locally performed from multiple resources. I think we all agreed on "Frequency Responsive Reserve" for this one.

Second category: power adjustment that is automatically performed from specific resources controlled by the BA's control center. It is used as a "fine" adjustment of frequency as opposed to units (or resources) starts/stops that perform the "coarse" adjustment.

Third category: power adjustment that is available to the BA in order to balance the anticipated load (or variable generation) in the near future. This adjustment can be manual (starts/stops) or by modifying the MW setpoint of resources.

Fourth category: power adjustment that is available to the BA in order to rebalance the system following a frequency event, such as a generation or load trip.

The first and second categories correspond to "transient" requirements. The adjustment is required for a limited amount of time until power is replaced by the third or fourth category.

The same MW accounted for in the first category could also be considered in any of the other three categories. But the MWs in categories 2, 3 and 4 are mutually exclusive.

Of course, these categories should be accurately defined in order for a BA to know if a market product could be accounted for in any of them.
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