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Comment Form — Protection System Maintenance and Testing Project Number 2007-17

Comment Form for the definition of Protection System [Project 2007-17]
Please DO NOT use this form to submit comments on the proposed definition of “Protection System.”  Comments must be submitted by October 12, 2010.  If you have questions please contact Al McMeekin at al.mcmeekin@nerc.net or by telephone at 803-530-1963.

Background Information:
A second ballot for the definition of “Protection System” was conducted from July 23 – August 2, 2010.  There were numerous comments opposing balloting the definition separately from the definition; the NERC Board of Trustees directed that a revised definition be approved as quickly as possible to close a reliability gap.  

Some commenters suggested the “station dc supply” portion of the definition be modified to specifically address battery chargers; the SDT modified the definition as suggested.  The revised definition is shown below with the new language shown in red:

Protection System – 

· Protective relays which respond to electrical quantities, 

· Communications systems necessary for correct operation of protective functions, 

· Voltage and current sensing devices providing inputs to protective relays, 

· Station dc supply associated with protective functions (including station batteries, battery chargers, and non-battery-based dc supply),  and

· Control circuitry associated with protective functions through the trip coil(s) of the circuit breakers or other interrupting devices.

The SDT did not make any other modifications to the definition and did not make any modifications to the implementation plan following the second ballot.  The implementation plan allows at least 12 months beyond the regulatory approval date for entities to implement the new definition. 

1. Do you agree with the proposed definition of “Protection System?”  If not, please provide specific suggestions for improvement.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
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