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Unofficial Comment Form — Proposed Definition of Protection System Project 2007-17

Unofficial Comment Form for Proposed Definition of Protection System for Project 2007-17
Please DO NOT use this form.  Please use the electric comment form at the link below to submit comments on the draft definition of “Protection System.” Comments must be submitted by July 16, 2010.  If you have questions please contact Al McMeekin at Al.McMeekin@nerc.net or by telephone at 803.530.1963.

http://www.nerc.com/filez/standards/Protection_System_Maintenance_Project_2007-17.html
Background Information:

The Protection System Maintenance and Testing Standard Drafting Team (PSMT SDT) posted a proposed revision to the definition of the term, “Protection System” and proposed revisions to PRC-005-2 — Protection System Maintenance for a 45-day public comment period from July 24, 2009 through September 8, 2009.  There were 55 sets of comments, including comments from more than 130 different people from over 75 companies representing all of the 10 Industry Segments, however less than 10 of these sets of comments included any comments on the proposed modification to the term, “Protection System.”  

The drafting team posted a table that showed all the existing uses of the term, “Protection System” in already approved standards, and concluded that the new definition of Protection System (which clarifies that the dc Supply is part of a Protection System) remains consistent with the existing uses.  The non-capitalized version of the term, “protection system” is used in the following approved standards:

· NUC-001-2 — Nuclear Plant Interface Coordination

· PER-005-1 — System Personnel Training

· PRC-001-1 — System Protection Coordination
The proposed modifications address ambiguities the PSMT SDT identified within the existing approved definition, and are important for the detailed use of the definition within the draft PRC-005-2 standard.

When the Board of Trustees was asked to approve an interpretation of PRC-005-1 that was written by the PSMT SDT, the board acknowledged the reliability gap identified by the drafting team and directed that work to close this reliability gap should be given “priority.” In support of this direction, the PSMT SDT has separated its work in refining PRC-005-2 from its work in revising the definition of “Protection System.” 

The drafting team initially proposed changes to the definition as shown below:

Protective relays, associated communication systems necessary for correct operation of protective devices, voltage and current sensing inputs to protective relays devices, station DC supply batteries, and DC control circuitry from the station DC supply through the trip coil(s) of the circuit breakers or other interrupting devices.

Based on stakeholder comments, the drafting team made minor changes to the proposed definition as shown below.  

Protective relays, associated communication systems necessary for correct operation of protective devicesfunctions, voltage and current sensing inputs to protective relays and associated circuitry from the voltage and current sensing devices, station dc supply, and DC control circuitry associated with protective functions from the station dc supply through the trip coil(s) of the circuit breakers or other interrupting devices.
The proposed definition of Protection System now reads as follows:

Protective relays, communication systems necessary for correct operation of protective functions, voltage and current sensing inputs to protective relays and associated circuitry from the voltage and current sensing devices, station dc supply, and control circuitry associated with protective functions from the station dc supply through the trip coil(s) of the circuit breakers or other interrupting devices.
1. Do you believe the proposed definition of Protection System is ready for ballot?  If not, please explain why.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
2. Do you agree with the implementation plan for the revised definition of Protection System?  The implementation plan has two phases – the first phase gives entities at least six months to update their protection system maintenance and testing program; the second phase starts when the protection system maintenance and testing program has been updated and requires implementation of any additional maintenance and testing associated with the program changes by the end of the first complete maintenance and testing cycle described in the entity’s revised program. If you disagree with this implementation plan, please explain why.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
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