Comment Form — 1st Posting of Reliability Coordination SAR

Please use this form to submit comments on the Reliability Coordination SAR.  Comments must be submitted by February 14, 2007.  You may submit the completed form by e-mail to sarcomm@nerc.com with the words “Reliability Coordination” in the subject line.  If you have questions, please contact Maureen Long at maureen.long@nerc.net or by telephone at 813-468-5998.

	Individual Commenter Information

(Complete this page for comments from one organization or individual.)

	Name: 
     

	Organization: 
     

	Telephone: 
     

	E-mail:
     

	NERC Region
	
	Registered Ballot Body Segment

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ERCOT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FRCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MRO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NPCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RFC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SERC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SPP

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WECC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA – Not Applicable
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 — Transmission Owners

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2 — RTOs, ISOs, 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3 — Load-serving Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4 — Transmission-dependent Utilities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5 — Electric Generators

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6 — Electricity Brokers, Aggregators, and Marketers

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7 — Large Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8 — Small Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9 — Federal, State, Provincial Regulatory or other Government Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10 — Regional Reliability Organizations, Regional Entities

	


	Group Comments (Complete this page if comments are from a group.)

Group Name: 

     
Lead Contact:

     
Contact Organization:
     


Contact Segment:

     


Contact Telephone:
     
Contact E-mail:

     

	Additional Member Name
	Additional Member Organization
	Region*
	Segment*

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


*If more than one region or segment applies, indicate the best fit for the purpose of these comments.  Regional acronyms and segment numbers are shown on prior page.

Background Information
The purpose of this SAR is to review the set of standards that includes reliability coordinator requirements with the intent of eliminating duplicate requirements and upgrading and reorganizing the requirements to ensure that there are requirements that address the reliability coordinator’s processes, procedures, plans, tools, and authorities to support real-time operating reliability within its own reliability area and between reliability coordinator areas in support of reliability of the interconnected bulk power systems.  
The scope of the SAR includes the following:

· The drafting team will review all of the requirements in this set of standards and eliminate all of the requirements that are redundant.  There are redundancies between requirements in the IRO-sequence of standards and also redundancies between requirements in the IRO-sequence of standards and the ORG-sequence of standards, and redundancies with PER-004, COM-001, COM-002, and PRC-001.  Note that there will be a new standard to address communication protocols (Project 2007-02) and requirements for real-time communication protocols need to be transferred to that new standard. 

· The drafting team also needs to review requirements and ensure that the distinctions between the functional entity and the real-time system operator are clear and distinct.  The requirements should be written for the functional entity.  

· The drafting team also needs to clarify the responsibilities and authorities in the requirements when comparing the “reliability coordinator” and the “transmission operator.”  

· The drafting team needs to verify that requirements exempt the real time-operator from liability when making a good faith effort at preserving reliability.  

· The drafting team needs to address the reliability coordinator’s facilities.  A challenge has been to require that entities have “facilities” in place and available to the real-time system operators.  These facilities are reviewed during certification, and unless there is a specific requirement to review these facilities, they may not be reviewed after the initial certification.  To eliminate redundancy between the “certification” standards and the standards that are aimed more at real-time operations, the certification standards could be phrased to clarify that entities are required to “have and maintain” the specified facilities.  This would enable the compliance monitor to check facilities on a periodic basis.  While checking the facilities that are used on a daily basis may not be necessary, making periodic checks of the facilities that are infrequently would motivate entities to maintain these facilities, e.g., “Shall have a back-up power supply for critical operations, and shall maintain and test at least once per year.”

· The results of the Operating Committee’s study on operator situational awareness tools should be used to verify that the requirements in the certification standards will meet reliability needs.

· This project also needs to be coordinated with the project for developing transmission operator and balancing authority standards (2007-06).

· IRO-001 has some “fill-in-the-blank” components to eliminate.  
· The development may include other improvements to the standards deemed appropriate by the drafting team, with the consensus of stakeholders, consistent with establishing high quality, enforceable and technically sufficient bulk power system reliability standards.

You do not have to answer all questions.  Enter All Comments in Simple Text Format.  
Insert a “check” mark in the appropriate boxes by double-clicking the gray areas.

1. Do you agree that there is a reliability-related need to for the proposed revisions to this set of standards?  If not, please explain in the comment area. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
2. Do you agree with the scope of the SAR?  If not, please explain in the comment area. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
3. Are there additional revisions, beyond those identified in the SAR that should be addressed within the scope of this project? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
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