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	Operating Policy 5F
	

	Title
	Disturbance Reporting
	
	

	Purpose
	Disturbances or unusual occurrences that jeopardize the operation of the Bulk Electric System, and result, or could result, in system equipment damage, or customer interruptions, shall be studied in sufficient depth to increase industry knowledge of electrical interconnection mechanics to minimize the likelihood of similar events in the future.  It is important that the facts surrounding a disturbance shall be made available to Reliability authorities, Transmission Operators, Regional Councils, NERC, and regulatory agencies entitled to the information.
	
	

	Effective Date
	February 8, 2005
	
	

	Applicability
	1. Reliability Authorities

2. Balancing Authorities

3. Transmission Operators 

4. Regional Councils
	
	

	Requirements
	R1
Each Regional Council shall establish and maintain a Regional reporting procedure to facilitate preparation of preliminary and final disturbance reports.
	
	

	
	R2
Affected Reliability Authorities, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Operators shall promptly analyze Bulk Electric System disturbances.
	
	

	
	R3
Reliability Authorities, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Operators responsible for investigating an incident shall provide a preliminary written report to their Regional Council and NERC.  The affected Reliability Authorities, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Operators shall submit within 24 hours of the disturbance or unusual occurrence either a copy of the report submitted to DOE, or, if no DOE report is required, a copy of the NERC Interconnected Reliability Operating Limit and Preliminary Disturbance Report form.  Events that are not identified until some time after they occur shall be reported within 24 hours of being recognized.  Under certain adverse conditions, e.g. severe weather, it may not be possible to assess the damage caused by a disturbance and issue a written Interconnected Reliability Operating Limit and Preliminary Disturbance Report within 24 hours. In such cases, the affected Reliability Authority, Balancing Authority, or Transmission Operator shall notify its Regional Council(s) and NERC promptly and verbally provide as much information as is available at that time.  The affected Reliability Authorities, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Operators shall then provide timely, periodic verbal updates until adequate information is available to issue a written Preliminary Disturbance Report.  If in the judgment of the Regional Council, after consultation with the Reliability Authorities, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Operators in which a disturbance occurred, a final report is required, the affected Reliability Authorities, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Operators shall prepare this report within 60 days. As a minimum, the final report shall have a discussion of the events and its cause, the conclusions reached, and recommendations to prevent recurrence of this type of event. The report shall be subject to Regional Council approval.
	
	

	
	R4
When a Bulk Electric System disturbance occurs, the Regional Council’s OC and DAWG representatives shall make themselves available to the Reliability Authorities, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Operators immediately affected to provide any needed assistance in the investigation and to assist in the preparation of a final report.
	
	

	
	R5 The Regional Council shall track and review the status of all final report recommendations at least twice each year to ensure they are being acted upon in a timely manner.  If any recommendation has not been acted on within two years, or if Regional Council tracking and review indicates at any time that any recommendation is not being acted on with sufficient diligence, the Regional Council shall notify the NERC Planning Committee and Operating Committee of the status of the recommendation(s) and the steps the Regional Council has taken to accelerate implementation.
	
	

	Measures
	Not Specified. 
	
	

	Regional Differences
	None Identified.


	
	

	Compliance Monitoring Process
	Not Specified. 
	
	

	Levels of Non Compliance
	Not Specified. 
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